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  FLNKS makes history and opens Pre-Summit Senior Officials Meeting in Poindimie NewCaledonia  The in-coming Chair of the Melanesian Spearhead Group officially opened the Pre-SummitSenior Officials Meeting (SOM) at Poindimie, New Caledonia Thursday 13 June 2013.  A historical moment for Mr Mickael Forrest the new incoming SOM Chair representing theFLNKS Political Bureau, as he takes up his new role as Chair of the SOM of the MelanesianSpearhead Group.  The SOM meeting which is exclusive only to delegates from the four member countries Fiji,Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands Vanuatu and member FLNKS is being held from 13 to 14June 2013.  Participants arrived this week in New Caledonia to discuss key issues of commoninterests to the MSG membership including organizational issues of the MSG Secretariat.  Mr. Forrest confirmed that heads of delegations from the membership and senior officials willdiscuss for the first time the draft revised Agreement Establishing the Melanesian SpearheadGroup which is the constitution of the grouping.  He said senior officials will also consider the EPG Report that will be presented for the first timeto Leaders after the MSG Eminent Persons Group completed their consultations with keystakeholders around the region of Melanesia.  Mr. Forrest said under the Agreement Establishing the Melanesian Spearhead Group all issuesto be presented to the Leaders’ Summit will firstly be presented to the SOM before furtherbrought to the attention of Foreign Ministers of Melanesia before finally presented to theLeaders, the Prime Ministers from around the Melanesia independent states and the FLNKS anequal members within the MSG.  The new Chair of the MSG SOM said that he is also pleased to announce that the SOM will alsoconsider a paper on the recommitment of MSG members towards the FLNKS.  He alsoconfirmed that among other common issues within the membership, the SOM will alsodeliberate on update reports on security, trade and preparations of the MSG for the MelanesiaGames in 2014 in New Caledonia as well as the Melanesian Festival of Arts scheduled to beheld in 2015 in Papua New Guinea.  Mr. Forrest said that Papua New Guinea has indicated ininjecting K53 million (equivalent to over $25,000AUD) for the Festival.  He also confirmed that among the issues to be discussed by the SOM, he is also pleased toannounce that for the first time in the history of struggle of the people of West Papua, the MSGSOM will discuss the application of West Papua for membership with the MSG.  Another key development for the organization to be considered by the SOM is the futureassociation of the organization with partners both regionally and internationally.  These partnershave also been invited as special guests to this 19th MSG Leaders’ Summit and Senior Officialswill be discussing the role of the MSG and its cooperation with these organizations.  Mr Forrest said the FLNKS are very proud to host the MSG Senior Officials Meeting and lookforward to a successful outcome of the meeting.  He said the outcomes of the Senior Officials Meeting will be presented as a report to theForeign Ministers’ Meeting (FMM) later early next week.    Authorized by SOM Chair    FLNKS Political BureauNoumea, New Caledonia12 June 2013   
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